
TRING RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 4th April 2018 at Wilstone Village Hall at 8.00pm 
 

Present: Cllrs Ayling, Chalmers, Fox, Lovis, Morgan (in the Chair), Thirkettle and Ward (vice-Chair), and 14 
members of the public.  Also Giles Meredith of CDA (Herts.) 

 
Minutes 

 
The Chair, on behalf of the Parish Council, paid tribute to Toby Davidson, who had passed away that morning, for 
his contribution to the community. The Council sends its condolences to his family and friends. 
 

18/54 To receive and accept Apologies for Absence  
Apologies were received from the Clerk and were accepted by the Council. 
Borough Cllrs Conway and Hicks had also sent their apologies. 
 
18/55 To receive Declarations of Interest particular to this meeting 
None 
 
18/56 To approve Minutes of the Meeting on March 7th 2018 and sign as a true record 

(Minutes available to view on website – www.tringrural-pc.co.uk) 
Cllr Fox proposed the Minutes of March 7th be accepted as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr Thirkettle. 
 
18/57 To review actions from previous meeting, where not covered elsewhere in agenda  
Cllrs reviewed actions and the log was updated. 
 
18/58 Councillor Vacancy  
The Clerk has been advised by Dacorum Borough Council that 14 days have passed since the public announcement of 
the resignation of Cllr Winship and no election has been called for.  Cllr Morgan outlined 3 options now open to the 
Council 

 Leave the position vacant 
 Co-opt one of the public who stood in the last election but were unsuccessful 
 Co-opt by advertising the vacancy and carry out an agreed selection process 
 

Cllr Ayling said that there had to be transparency in the process but it would be hard to discuss the merits of any 
applicants at a full council meeting.  Cllr Chalmers said the parishioners had effectively voted for the next 2 unelected 
members of the public on the list.  He also expressed concern over the length of time it might take to appoint a new 
councillor – in excess of 2 months.  Cllr Morgan stated he had spoken to HAPTC regarding the process and had 
obtained clarification.  Cllr Lovis said that the dynamics of the existing council group were settled and it would risk 
group dynamics to bring in fresh blood.  Cllr Morgan said that co-option of a new councillor could result in Council 
recruiting in its own likeness.  There is an election next year and the 8th Councillor would result in sharing of the 
workload for the current year and put them in a good position to be re-elected.  There could be a concern next year 
that there are more vacancies than people applying to stand for election and that full council is needed.  Cllr Lovis 
stated that co-opting presents risks and benefits.  Cllr Fox stated that there is a large workload currently and 8 
councillors would help spread the load.  Cllr Ayling stated that councillors don’t always agree but the Council is also 
not diverse.  Cllr Winship was good at creating a different view point.  Cllr Lovis stated that the Council is very Long 
Marston centric and perhaps conditions could be imposed to state each village should have a specific number of 
councillors representing it.  Cllr Chalmers said that there wasn’t a specific leaning towards Long Marston with 2 
councillors from Gubblecote. 
There was 1 vote not to fill the vacancy 
Cllr Ayling stated that the working of the Council had changed considerably from a year ago and that there was the 
potential for more members of the public to put themselves forward for the vacancy.  Also it would help with 
succession planning should more councillors stand down at next year’s election. 
2 votes that the existing council can do the work with just 7 councillors 



4 votes that approach those who stood as the last election but were unsuccessful 
If none can be co-opted, then advertise 
If we have to advertise then 5 voted for interview process 
 
It was agreed that the first step would be to approach the candidates who were unsuccessful at last year’s PC by-
election in the order of number of votes they had received – Action Cllr Morgan 
  
18/59 To conduct a Housing Needs Survey within the Parish  
Cllr Ward had circulated documentation prior to the Meeting.  Giles Meredith from CDA Herts. gave a brief outline as 
to what was entailed, why a housing needs survey should be conducted.  He provided leaflets giving further 
information.  There would be no cost to the Parish. 
Cllr Morgan asked a question regarding planning and how much involvement the Parish Council would have if any 
planning applications resulted from the process.  Mr. Meredith stated that there would be significant involvement 
from the Parish Council particularly if Hastoe Housing Association were involved as they insist on this involvement. 
Cllr Thirkettle asked what the definition of affordable housing is.  Mr. Meredith stated the legal guarantee is 80% of 
the market value for rent.  However Hastoe set a social level so it is even lower. 
Cllr Thirkettle then asked how Hastoe make their money.  Mr. Meredith stated that in the Parish, it is likely that rural 
exception sites would be involved and therefore developers can’t build on the land so the cost is lower and the house 
cheaper to build.  Grant money is also available and DBC are able to divert money from other areas. 
Cllr Fox asked what the definition is of ‘local people’.  Mr. Meredith stated that these would be people with a strong 
connection to the Parish or who are in the Parish.  TRPC would be able to negotiate the lettings policy with the 
Housing Association. 
Cllr Lovis asked if the properties could ever be sold.  Mr. Meredith stated he couldn’t think of any circumstances 
where they would be and the legal premise is that they stay in use in perpetuity. 
A member of the public asked whether the Housing Association manage the properties and who would get the 
properties if an existing tenant leaves.  Mr. Meredith stated that ultimately DBC manage the housing list but they 
would have to have regard to any letting policy agreed.  Hastoe are a national Housing Association. 
Cllr Ward proposed that a Housing Needs Survey be conducted within the Parish this was seconded by Cllr Lovis.  
Wording of the questionnaire and any notices to the Parish to be agreed by the Council. 
Cllr Morgan thanked Mr. Meredith for attending and providing an outline. 
 
18/60 Drainage issue at Long Marston Recreation Ground  
Cllr Morgan stated that a drainage issue at the top end of the ground, not just the football pitch were affected.  There 
is the possibility that footfall will increase with the pump track installation and that a quagmire should be avoided.  
Should a drainage contractor be appointed to investigate? 
Cllr Thirkettle clarified where the issue was – away from the Changing Room on the left, one corner of the football 
pitch.  A drain had been put in in the past to resolve the issue.  It is Council land.  The issue does affect the football 
pitch but not the parishioners who use of the land.  
Cllr Ayling pointed out that the weather has been exceptionally wet of late and that wouldn’t have helped the 
situation 
Cllr Fox said that he didn’t think it was an issue for most parishioners and the football club could do something if it 
affected the pitch 
Cllr Thirkettle agreed to look at the drain and establish what the issue is.  Action. 
 
18/61 To update on Parish Holiday Clubs 
Cllr Ayling stated that there is agreement to run 2 clubs this Summer both in August.  Apex 360 proposed costs and 
the Council proposed spend – the two were not quite aligned.  The aim is to break even as a minimum and to hope to 
build up the fund for the future so the scheme becomes self funding.  The Clubs need to be advertised and the Council 
agreed to an advert in the Village News. 
 
18/62  To approve ROSPA inspection in May/June  
Proposed by Cllr Thirkettle.  Seconded by Cllr Chalmers. 
 
18/63 To discuss and agree quote for work to repairs on Footpath 24 
Accept quotation of £1260 and agree to pay £260 + VAT additional not covered by P3 grant.  Proposed by Cllr Ward 
seconded by Cllr Ayling 



 

18/64 To discuss memorial requests for Wilstone Cemetery  
 Kerb  set approved 
 Memorial bench on Wilstone Recreation Ground approved in principle providing firm foundations and the 

bench is screwed to the ground.  Location and method of securing to be agreed between Clerk & Warden. 

18/65 Planning 
 The following applications were discussed 
Landscaping at Grange Farm – NO OBJECTION 
 
 The following DBC planning decisions were noted: 
4/0329/17/FHA – ROSE COTTAGE, ASTROPE LANE 
Extend existing garage and side, rear extension (amended scheme) 
GRANT 

 
18/66 Finance 

Payments 
C Reedman (£47.25), HMRC (£60.00), L Bancroft (£118.78), JRB Enterprise Ltd (£132.90) 
 
Direct Payments 
L Bancroft (£422.36), C Reedman (£232.79), EON (£14.10), Palmers Business Support (£18.00)  
Receipts 
Interest (£1.59) 
Business Reserve 17th March 2018  £39,648.33 
 
 Cllr Ayling proposed a resolution to make the following payments; this was seconded by Cllr Fox 

Payee Amount For 
HMRC £60.00 Tax on March salaries 
C Reedman £46.35 Warden expenses  
D Bateman £17.99 Replacement padlock for vehicle gate at LM Rec 
Astrope Ltd £876.00 Work to yew trees at Wilstone cemetery and work to level 

out new burial area at Wilstone cemetery 
Herts CC £3,357.52 Street Lights – energy & maintenance 
Wel Medical £504.95 + vat Defibrillator Cabinet 
Lee Electrical £140.00 + vat Installation of defibrillator cabinet 
Cllr Thirkettle £5.91 Materials to mount Tesco Grant signs 

  
Cllr Ward proposed the set up of Standing Order for Astrope Gardens £144.72 for 10 months (April 2018 – 
January 2019). SO to be set up on new Unity Trust account once operational.  This was seconded by Cllr 
Ayling. 
Cllr Thirkettle proposed an amount of up to £250 to cover increases to insurance due to installation of pump 
track.  This was seconded by Cllr Lovis. 
 

18/67 The following correspondence had been received: 
 Thanks received from Friends of Puttenham Church for £60 donation 
 Cllr Morgan had received a phone call from a member of the public regarding dog mess on Long Marston 

Recreation Ground.  A player had fallen on the football pitch into dog waste and had to leave the pitch to 
clean himself up.  Dog poo bags are provided and there are signs requesting members of the public to 
clean up after their dogs.  Cllr Thirkettle stated that the Council should provide initiatives to try and 
prevent dog fouling.  Cllr Ayling volunteered to look into how other Councils combat this issue.  Action 

 
18/68 To discuss Any Other Business and items for future agendas (NOTE: this item is for discussion only, 
Councillors can’t take decisions on items raised under AOB) 

 Cllr Morgan raised concerns over rising water levels in the sewage system.  Thames Water are fully 
aware of the issue but have taken no action.  He encouraged everyone affected to complain as Thames 
Water act on the number of complaints so if too few Parishioners complain, they won’t necessarily take 



action.  Cllr Ayling said she would post something on Social Media and Cllr Ward would also put 
something on the TRPC website.  Cllr Morgan will write to Thames Water.  Action 

 Cllr Lovis asked the meeting to note the participation levels in Wilstone compared to the meeting in 
Puttenham last month when only 3 members of the public attended.  This could be taken into account 
when considering venues for future Council Meetings.  Cllr Morgan pointed out there were exceptional 
circumstances around getting to Puttenham last month namely the weather (snow) and the road closure.  
Last year’s Puttenham meeting in February was very well attended.  Cllr Ward suggested that the 
availability of Wilstone Village Hall might also have an impact on location.  Cllr Morgan stated that the 
Council need to make themselves as available to as many parishioners as possible and hence try and 
rotate the venues for the PC meetings.  Cllr Ayling suggested that booking venues even further in 
advance could secure Wilstone Hall. 

 Cllr Thirkettle stated that the speed device has been moved from Wilstone to Puttenham. 
 

18/69 The meeting was opened for Public Participation 
 A member of the public said that the speed device has been moved in a period of 3 to 4 month road 

closure in Puttenham and that traffic was now speeding through Wilstone again on the diversion.  Cllr 
Thirkettle said that this was part of a 2 year programme dictated by Highways.  The intention was to 
determine if the devices made a difference but no objective data can be gathered from the devices.   

 A member of the public said that at £5 per day the Play Schemes were too cheap and that the public 
perception may be that if they are so cheap they aren’t any good.  The charge needs to be realistic.  Cllr 
Ayling said that they are currently suggesting £17.50 per day.  The comment was that was too 
expensive. 

 A member of the public said they were pleased that a letter was going to be written to Thames Water 
and suggested it asked for a representative of Thames Water come to the Parish.  It would be useful to 
know where we are in the programme.  The situation is worrying.  There are desires to build more 
houses in the Parish but the infrastructure can’t take it.  The Wilstone Treatment works are at capacity 
and it is important to get information from Thames Water on their intentions. 

 A member of the public said that the earlier in the meeting it was the aim of the Play Schemes to be 
profitable.  Therefore if numbers don’t add up, they won’t run. 

 A member of the public said that other councils had banned dogs from using their Recreation Grounds. 
 A member of the public asked when there would be a discussion regarding the strip of land at Number 

49, Wilstone.  Cllr Morgan confirmed this would be on next month’s agenda. 
  

As there was no further business the meeting was close at 21.21 
 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd May at Long Marston Village Hall at 8pm. 
 
Nici Ward        Wednesday, 4th April 2018   
Vice Chair, Tring Rural Parish Council 
tringruralclerk@gmail.com 


